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UVM Otolaryngology Newsletter 
We are excited to share updates and ongoing activities in our program! 

Karen Brown’s Retirement  
Thank you Karen for your dedication to our Division! 

On August 28th, our division gathered at the home of Dr. Heather Herrington to 

celebrate the retirement of Karen Brown, who has been the backbone of our 

division and residency program for over 30 years. Karen started as a 

transcriptionist and has been our residency program administrator since the 90’s. 

During her time with our division she personified professionalism and touched 

the lives of everyone she worked with. Karen has been enjoying retirement, 

spending time with her family and grandchildren in beautiful Vermont!  

New Residency Program Administrator 
Welcome Heather Gutchell 

With the recent retirement of Karen Brown, that left big shoes to fill for our new 

Residency Program Administrator. We were lucky to welcome Heather into this 

position, and bring her back into the ENT family! Heather has been a Program 

Administrator for the past 6 years. Prior to that she actually worked in the ENT 

clinic for 8 years, starting at the front desk and then became the surgical 

scheduler for Dr. Millay and Dr. Rimash.  Heather loves to go on adventures with 

her new husband Colin and son Isaiah.  
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 Welcome to our new PGY1 Allison 

Williams.  Read about Allison  on Page 2 

 Welcome to our new residency Program 

Administrator Heather Gutchell 

 Check out our residency research 

updates on Page 2. 

 Connect with us on social media! Check 

out our Residency Program Instagram 

@UVM_ENT_RES 

The Division celebrated Dr. Donald Bennett’s graduation from 

residency June 2022 
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Welcome our Newest Faculty Member 
Dan Gerges, MD 

Dr. Dan Gerges  completed medical school at Tufts University School of Medicine 

and Otolaryngology residency at the University of Vermont. He recently completed 

Fellowship training in Pediatric Otolaryngology at Pittsburg Children’s Hospital. 

His interests include otology, rhinology, airway surgery and cleft and craniofacial 

surgery. We are so lucky to have Dr. Gerges back with us as a Faculty Member!  

  

Annual Otolaryngology Lake Day 
Each summer to welcome our new members to the ENT 

family, and celebrate the beautiful Vermont summer, we take 

to the lake and enjoy some time together outside of work. This 

year’s highlights included a giant floatie (courtesy of Dr. 

Carolyn Orgain), and jet ski rides around the lake courtesy of 

Kira (one of our superb scrub nurses!). Thank you to Dr. 

Mirabelle Sajisevi for hosting this years event! 

 

UVM Otolaryngology Residency: 

https://www.uvmhealth.org/gme/residencies/

otolaryngology 

 

           Check out our Residency Video Online 

 

UVM Medical Center ENT: 

https://www.uvmhealth.org/medcenter/

departments-and-programs/ear-nose-throat-ent  

 

Connect with us on Instagram! 

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S !  Program Research Updates:  

 This year the American Academy of Otolaryngology Annual Meeting  was held 

in Philadelphia, our Otolaryngology division was well represented during  the 

conference: 

  - One of our outstanding 4th year medical students, Joel Feier, applying 

  for ENT  this year, presented on a project he worked with Dr.   Quinn Self, 

  Dr. Carolyn Orgain, and Dr. Tamara Rimash: Epistaxis   

  outcomes: retrospective review of the use of nasal endoscopy in the  

  management of epistaxis.  

  - Dr. Mirabelle Sajisevi was on a panel — Fifty Shades:   

  Controversies and updates in Head and Neck Melanoma.  

  - Dr. Dan Gerges had an oral presentation: Differential dosing of  

  Propranolol and Risk of Ulceration in Infantile Hemangioma.  

 Dr. Mirabelle Sajisevi, lead author, together with senior author Louise Davies, a 

prior UVM Residency Alumna, recently published a multi-institutional, 

multinational study in JAMA Otolaryngology evaluating the rising incidence of 

thyroid cancer. Doi:10.1001/jamaoto.2022.1743 

 Dr. Ostby will be on a panel at the upcoming AAFPRS meeting—Surgeon 

Health Optimization: how personalized data & insight drive peak performance.  

Welcome to our Newest Resident 
Allison Williams, MD—PGY1 

Allison grew up in Eldersburg, Maryland and studied Biology at University of 

Maryland. She went to medical school at the University of Maryland. She elected 

to pursue a career in Otolaryngology because she enjoys working with patients of 

all ages and forming long lasting relationships with her patients. She also likes the 

variety of surgical procedures ENT offers and loves head and neck anatomy. 

Outside of work, she enjoys spending time outdoors, trying new cuisine, cheering 

on the Ravens and spending time with her friends and family.  


